
Learning to Talk and
Communicate
s� ,IMIT�46�AND�VIDEOS�TO�NO�MORE�THAN��n��

HOURS�EACH�DAY�
s� "E�AWARE�OF�WHAT�YOUR�CHILD�IS�WATCHING��

ON�46�
s� 2EAD�BOOKS�TOGETHER�EVERY�DAY��2EADING�

ALOUD�WILL�HELP�YOUR�CHILD�GET�READY�FOR�
PRESCHOOL��4AKE�YOUR�CHILD�TO�THE�LIBRARY�AND�
STORY�TIMES�

s� 'IVE�YOUR�CHILD�EXTRA�TIME�TO�ANSWER�
QUESTIONS�

s� ,ISTEN�TO�YOUR�CHILD�CAREFULLY�AND�REPEAT�WHAT�
IS�SAID�USING�CORRECT�GRAMMAR��

Getting Ready for Preschool
s� -AKE�TOILET
TRAINING�EASIER�

s� $RESS�YOUR�CHILD�IN�CLOTHING�THAT�CAN�EASILY�
BE�REMOVED�

s� 0LACE�YOUR�CHILD�ON�THE�TOILET�EVERY��n��
HOURS�

s� 0RAISE�YOUR�CHILD�WHEN�SHE�IS�SUCCESSFUL�
s� 4RY�TO�DEVELOP�A�POTTY�ROUTINE�
s� #REATE�A�RELAXED�ENVIRONMENT�BY�READING�OR�

SINGING�ON�THE�POTTY�
s� 4HINK�ABOUT�PRESCHOOL�OR�(EAD�3TART�FOR�YOUR�

CHILD�
s� *OIN�A�PLAYGROUP�OR�MAKE�PLAYDATES�

Family Routines
s� 'ET�IN�THE�HABIT�OF�READING�AT�LEAST�ONCE�EACH�

DAY��
s� 9OUR�CHILD�MAY�ASK�TO�READ�THE�SAME�BOOK�

AGAIN�AND�AGAIN�
s� 6ISIT�ZOOS��MUSEUMS��AND�OTHER�PLACES�THAT�

HELP�YOUR�CHILD�LEARN�
s� %NJOY�MEALS�TOGETHER�AS�A�FAMILY�
s� (AVE�QUIET�PRE
BEDTIME�AND�BEDTIME�

ROUTINES�
s� "E�ACTIVE�TOGETHER�AS�A�FAMILY�
s� 9OUR�FAMILY�SHOULD�AGREE�ON�HOW�TO�BEST�

PREPARE�FOR�YOUR�GROWING�CHILD�
s� !LL�FAMILY�MEMBERS�SHOULD�HAVE�THE�SAME�

RULES�

Safety
s� "E�SURE�THAT�THE�CAR�SAFETY�SEAT�IS�CORRECTLY�

INSTALLED�IN�THE�BACK�SEAT�OF�ALL�VEHICLES�
s� .EVER�LEAVE�YOUR�CHILD�ALONE�INSIDE�OR�OUTSIDE�

YOUR�HOME��ESPECIALLY�NEAR�CARS
s� ,IMIT�TIME�IN�THE�SUN��0UT�A�HAT�AND�

SUNSCREEN�ON�THE�CHILD�BEFORE�HE�GOES�
OUTSIDE�

s� 4EACH�YOUR�CHILD�TO�ASK�IF�IT�IS�/+�TO�PET�A�DOG�
OR�OTHER�ANIMAL�BEFORE�TOUCHING�IT�

s� "E�SURE�YOUR�CHILD�WEARS�AN�APPROVED�SAFETY�
HELMET�WHEN�RIDING�TRIKES�OR�IN�A�SEAT�ON�
ADULT�BIKES�

s� 7ATCH�YOUR�CHILD�AROUND�GRILLS�OR�OPEN�lRES��
0LACE�A�BARRIER�AROUND�OPEN�lRES��lRE�PITS��
OR�CAMPlRES��0UT�MATCHES�WELL�OUT�OF�SIGHT�
AND�REACH�

s� )NSTALL�SMOKE�DETECTORS�ON�EVERY�LEVEL�OF�
YOUR�HOME�AND�TEST�MONTHLY��)T�IS�BEST�TO�USE�
SMOKE�DETECTORS�THAT�USE�LONG
LIFE�BATTERIES��
BUT�IF�YOU�DO�NOT��CHANGE�THE�BATTERIES�EVERY�
YEAR�

s� -AKE�AN�EMERGENCY�lRE�ESCAPE�PLAN�

Water Safety
s� 7ATCH�YOUR�CHILD�CONSTANTLY�WHENEVER�HE�IS�

NEAR�WATER�INCLUDING�BUCKETS��PLAY�POOLS��AND�
THE�TOILET��!N�ADULT�SHOULD�BE�WITHIN�ARM�S�
REACH�AT�ALL�TIMES�WHEN�YOUR�CHILD�IS�IN�OR�
NEAR�WATER�

s� %MPTY�BUCKETS��PLAY�POOLS��AND�TUBS�RIGHT�
AFTER�USE�

s� #HECK�THAT�POOLS�HAVE��
SIDED�FENCES�WITH�
SELF
CLOSING�LATCHES�

Getting Along With Others
s� 'IVE�YOUR�CHILD�CHANCES�TO�PLAY�WITH�OTHER�

TODDLERS�
s� (AVE���OF�HER�FAVORITE�TOYS�OR�HAVE�FRIENDS�

BUY�THE�SAME�TOYS�TO�AVOID�BATTLES�
s� 'IVE�YOUR�CHILD�CHOICES�BETWEEN���GOOD�

THINGS�IN�SNACKS��BOOKS��OR�TOYS�
s� &OLLOW�DAILY�ROUTINES�FOR�EATING��SLEEPING��AND�

PLAYING�

What to Expect at Your 
Child’s 3 Year Visit
We will talk about
s� 2EADING�AND�TALKING
s� 2ULES�AND�GOOD�BEHAVIOR
s� 3TAYING�ACTIVE�AS�A�FAMILY
s� 3AFETY�INSIDE�AND�OUTSIDE
s� 0LAYING�WITH�OTHER�CHILDREN
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The recommendations in this publication do not indicate an 
exclusive course of treatment or serve as a standard of medical 
care. Variations, taking into account individual circumstances, 
may be appropriate. Original document included as part of
Bright Futures Tool and Resource Kit. Copyright © 2010 
American Academy of Pediatrics. All Rights Reserved. The
American Academy of Pediatrics does not review or endorse
any modifications made to this document and in no event shall
the AAP be liable for any such changes.

Bright Futures Parent Handout
21/2 Year Visit

Here are some suggestions from Bright Futures experts that may be of value to your family.


